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  CSS preprocessors for the best of both worlds (From the Front 2014)

    
      While purists propagate to not mix content structure (HTML), presentation (CSS) and behavior (JavaScript) layers for the reason of maintainability, concepts like OOCSS aim at the same goal, but from a different angle: reusable CSS code, at the expense of bloated, presentational mark-up, violating the separation of concerns. Can’t we have both, clean mark-up and reusable CSS? The benefits of both approaches without the drawbacks?

Yes, we can. This talk shows how to take the OO concept out of the HTML and put it where it belongs to: into the style sheet. Not directly into the CSS though, but into an intermediate layer provided by a CSS preprocessor like Sass.

Like Ogers and onions, concepts have layers. Unlike Ogers and onions, they don’t always stink, but eventually lead to the best of both worlds.


Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ot-LoU0MGb0
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              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } btn btn-large btn-small btn-red btn-black <button> <button> <button> Markup Stylesheet
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } btn btn-large btn-small btn-red btn-black <button> <button> <button> Markup Stylesheet
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { @include btn; @include btn-large; @include btn-red; } { @include btn; @include btn-small; @include btn-black; } @mixin btn @mixin btn-large @mixin btn-small @mixin btn-red @mixin btn-black [type="submit"] [type="button"] mixins
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { @include btn; @include btn-large; @include btn-red; } { @include btn; @include btn-small; @include btn-black; } @mixin btn @mixin btn-large @mixin btn-small @mixin btn-red @mixin btn-black [type="submit"] [type="button"] <button type="submit">send order</button> <button type="button">change address</button> <button type="button">change basket</button> mixins
          


        
	
          
              
                [type="submit"] { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius:
              

              0.375em; padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="button"] { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; padding: 0.25em; font-size: 1rem; background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { @include btn; @include btn-large; @include btn-red; } { @include btn; @include btn-small; @include btn-black; } [type="submit"] [type="button"]
          


        
	
          
              
                .btn .btn-large .btn-small .btn-red .btn-black { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League
              

              Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="button"] [type="submit"] extends { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-large; @extend .btn-red; } { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-small; @extend .btn-black; }
          


        
	
          
              
                .btn .btn-large .btn-small .btn-red .btn-black { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League
              

              Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="button"] [type="submit"] extends { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-large; @extend .btn-red; } { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-small; @extend .btn-black; } , [type="submit"], [type="button"] , [type="submit"] , [type="button"] , [type="submit"] , [type="button"]
          


        
	
          
              
                .btn .btn-large .btn-small .btn-red .btn-black { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League
              

              Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="button"] [type="submit"] extends { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-large; @extend .btn-red; } { @extend .btn; @extend .btn-small; @extend .btn-black; } , [type="submit"], [type="button"] , [type="submit"] , [type="button"] , [type="submit"] , [type="button"] <button type="submit">send order</button> <button type="button">change address</button> <button type="button">change basket</button>
          


        
	
          
              
                { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-large; @extend %btn-red; } { @extend
              

              %btn; @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-black; } %btn %btn-large %btn-small %btn-red %btn-black { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="submit"] placeholders
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="submit"], [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="button"] { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-large; @extend %btn-red; } { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-black; } [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="submit"] placeholders
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="submit"], [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="button"] { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-large; @extend %btn-red; } { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-black; } [type="button"] [type="submit"] [type="submit"] placeholders
          


        
	
          
              
                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } %btn %btn-large %btn-small %btn-red %btn-black <button> <button> <button> Markup CSS Sass
          


        
	
          
              
                %btn %btn-large %btn-small %btn-red %btn-black #page-other [type="submit"] { @extend %btn;
              

              @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-red; } { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-large; @extend %btn-red; } { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-black; } #page-checkout #page-checkout { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } [type="submit"] [type="button"]
          


        
	
          
              
                SEND ORDER CHANGE ADDRESS <button type="submit" id="ctrl-send-order">send order</button> <button type="button"
              

              id="ctrl-change-address">change address</button> <button type="button" id="ctrl-change-basket">change basket</button> CHANGE BASKET
          


        
	
          
              
                #ctrl-send-order #ctrl-change-address, #ctrl-change-basket { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-large; @extend %btn-red;
              

              } { @extend %btn; @extend %btn-small; @extend %btn-black; } { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em; } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } %btn %btn-large %btn-small %btn-red %btn-black
          


        
	
          
              
                @mixin btn { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center;
              

              border-radius: 0.375em; } %btn { @include btn; } @mixin %btn-large { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } %btn-large { @include btn-large; } ộ mixins and extends
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                { min-width: 8rem; font-family: "League Gothic"; text-align: center; border-radius: 0.375em;
              

              } { padding: 0.375em; font-size: 1.25rem; } { padding: 0.25em font-size: 1rem; } { background-color: hsl(2, 42%, 39%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } { background-color: hsl(0, 0%, 20%); background-image: linear-gradient(…); } btn btn-large btn-small btn-red btn-black <button> <button> <button> Markup Stylesheet
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